








STEP 10:  Caulking and Clean-up
(a) Caulk around windows and doors for that

professional look.
(b) After the cladding sheets are installed, take a soft

bristle broom and sweep the sheets to remove any
steel shavings or other dirt.  Steel particles left on the
cladding will rust very quickly, often staining the
paint finish, giving the impression that the roof sheet
has rusted. Dirt left on the sheets will hold moisture
and accelerate the deterioration of the paint system.

General Recommendations
There are a number of recommendations that do not
deal specifically with the installation of lightgauge steel
cladding, but which help to ensure a successful project.

(1) Inspect the shipment of cladding panels upon
delivery.

(2) Moisture can cause wet storage staining which
appears as an unsightly white stain, leading to red
rust. A nominal amount of staining on material is not
detrimental, however, to the functioning of the
product.

(3) Abrasive cutting tools
are not recommended
for cutting prefinished
steel cladding. Any
cutting method that
generates excessive
sparks or heat can
damage the painted
surface.

(4) Walking on prefinished
material should be
avoided. However, when

you must do so, wear clean rubber-soled shoes to
avoid scratching the surface and slipping or falling
off the roof.

(5) Fasteners, cuttings, etc. must be removed from the
roof, gutters, etc. as installation progresses.

(6) Materials that can trap moisture such as dirt, wood,
rags, etc. should not be allowed to accumulate on
the cladding surface.

(7) Any burrs should be removed with a file or shears.
Filings should be removed immediately. Overnight
dew is often sufficient to cause these particles to rust,
and sometimes stain light-coloured material.

(8) To ensure an even application of all sheets, do not
secure all fasteners on a panel until the sheet has
been laid and squared.

We wish you success in installing lightgauge steel
cladding on your project. We hope that this guide will
help you plan and execute a successful job. Feel free to
consult your local installer or cladding manufacturer for
extra help.
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