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With its colourful steel paneling and fl oor to
ceiling glass walls that allow light to permeate
the interior, the Aquatic Centre is an impressive 
architectural masterpiece that sits in harmony 
with the natural environment. The landscape 
features a park-like area and open air retention 
pond and a continuous passage joins the two 
parts of the city as it ascends across the build-
ing’s entry plaza.

Discussing design objectives of the $9.9 million 
project, architects at Dan S. Hanganu Architect-
es/Architecture 2000 Inc. en consortium report, 
“The architectural approach to the Aquatic 
Centre is generated by its landscape context – 
the topography, the views and orientation are 
intrinsic in the design. It is fundamental that the 
architecture reveal and support the recreational 
quality of the Aquatic Centre. Our urban and 
architectural intervention has created a place 
of interactivity. A social place par excellence for 
sports, meetings and interaction, the reconsti-
tuted public space will enable, by its character 
and quality, the transformation of the aquatic 
centre into a true agora.“

Construction of the 3,300m2 (35,520 sq. ft.) 
Aquatic Centre began in October 2007 and was 
substantially completed April 2009. The facility 
features a principal pool area that can accom-
modate a maximum of 377 swimmers and also 
includes a family pool and deck, a two-lane 25 
metre warm-up pool and a six-lane 25 metre 
competition pool, as well as a spectator area. An 

extensive glass wall separates the pools from a 
food court rest area. A linear corridor services a 
classroom and meeting area, administrative of-
fi ces, reception and individual change rooms for
men, women and families. 

Raven Spanier, Dan S. Hanganu Architectes
/Architecture 2000 Inc. en consortium, com-
ments that the design approach was “founded
on a constructional simplicity and based on 
primary materials and passive natural resources. 
The envelope is composed of prefabricated 
insulated steel panels. The quality and fi nesse 
of details is p rovided by the utilization of large 
openings, glazed entrance canopies and the 
interplay of colour between these elements.”

There were many advantages to using steel for 
the project. Roland Doucet, Senior Project Man-
ager at Ellis Don, the General Contractors on the 
project, noted, “The initial install was very im-
pressive. The speed of erection was very fast and 
the ability to go from a shell to weather tight 
very quickly is a nice feature of the product.”

Raven Spanier agrees. “The prepainted steel pan-
els fi t the design nicely by allowing long open 
spans. Another benefi t of steel is its energy ef-
fi ciency and environmental principles in general 
coincided with the City of Dieppe’s sustainable 
policies.”

The exterior of the Aquatic Centre is clad with prepainted .76mm (.0299”) insulated steel panels, 
coloured QC2624 Silver Metallic, QC16072 Charcoal and QC16080 Bright Red. Interior liner is prepaint-
ed galvanized coloured QC1546 Interior White.
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The Dieppe Aquatic Centre in New Brunswick is the fi rst part of a three-phase recreational facility be-
ing built as part of the new development in the northern part of the city known as Uptown Dieppe. The 
approach to design is founded on construction simplicity and based on primary materials and passive 
resources.

Insulated Steel Wall Panels

Vicwest supplied 76.2mm (3”) thick 
AccuSpeed Insulated Steel Panels with 
1,067mm (42”) coverage.

The exterior sheets consist of:
• 929m2 (10,000 sq. ft). prepainted gal-
vanized to ASTM 653, .76mm (.0299”) 
coloured QC2624 Silver Metallic 
• 232m2 (2,500 sq. ft). prepainted Gal-
valume to ASTM 792, .76mm (.0299”) 
coloured QC16072 Charcoal 
• 465m2 (5,000 sq. ft) prepainted Gal-
valume coloured QC16080 Bright Red.

The interior liner is:
Prepainted galvanized to ASTM 653, 
.45mm (.0179”) coloured QC1546 Interior 
White 4/0.

“The prepainted steel panels fi t the design nicely by 
allowing long open spans. Another benefi t of steel is 
its energyeffi ciency and environmental principles in 
general coincided with the City of Dieppe’s sustain-
able policies.”

Raven Spanier, Architecture 2000
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